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Dear Sir 
 
 

Re: Higher Education Governance (Scotland) Bill 
 
I am a graduate of the University of St Andrews, as have been 4 generations of my 
family.  I write to protest in the strongest possible terms to the proposed legislation 
which I consider would destroy those very institutions of which Scotland should be 
most proud: her universities, and in particular her ancient universities. 
 
I can claim some perspective on this.  Very recently I wrote the biography of Sir 
James Irvine, who was the greatest of the 20th century Principals of St Andrews.  
(James Colquhoun Irvine, pub. John Donald 2011) My book gives an overview of the 
20th century history of the university and its governance; of how hard St Andrews 
fought at this time to retain academic autonomy and how this strength has led 
directly to the current, distinguished academic position that the University of St 
Andrews now holds.  Its governance, honed and refined over the decades of the 20th 
century has reached at this time its apogee.  Keep it that way. 
 
Unlike the universities south of the border, the governance of the four ancient 
Scottish Universities is a democratic one, but not in any political sense.  Politics has 
no place in the Athenian ideal of higher education that is offered in the Scottish 
universities.  Good governance in any institution is multilayered: so it is with St 
Andrews, where for instance the role of Rector is not merely decorative, it is a deeply 
cherished element of that governance.   
 
To tamper with the Scottish Universities, the jewel in Scotland’s crown, is to run the 
almost certain outcome of grave loss to Scotland’s economy.  The heavy hand of the 
State would have the tendency to stifle the enterprise culture that is so alive in these 
universities; any political manipulation of our universities would have the effect of 
lessening academic prestige and the freedom to look for the best academic staff and 
the best students. 
 
This Bill represents the very worst of parliamentary posturing and tampering. Since 
long before the Enlightenment, Scotland has illuminated the rest of the world with the 
power to think independently and penetratingly. 
 
DO NOT THREATEN THAT PRECIOUS INDEPENDENCE; LEAVE OUR 
UNIVERSITIES ALONE. 
 
I remain 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Julia Melvin 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


